


it’s going
to be ok i/
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you know,
it’s just that
this is ... '
-

the first time
that i'm really

i know that
feeling !
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have reasons
. tomakeit!

wondering how this temple ¥
has not been discovered sooner ;

it’s close from Sel-Kai ...

there is a few
people who push so
far in the swamps ...

it’s more than a
probability that those
who have found |
B it, have never
returned to
tell it ...
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/ look ! there is a young woman chained on
this grave; and in the cage, it must be the
creature you're looking for...

by Kuor’s sake ! look what this bastards

have done to this girl !

by the hell,
what are about

to do with this
?
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/ HEY ! BUT WHAT ARE

THEY...

they're going
to sacrifice her

i'm stopping a
murder, that’s what .
i'm doing, Agmar !
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kill your friend ! ‘
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TALOS ! COULD
YOU HEAR ME

i
N TALOS?




my son, you
have to be

careful of your
own nature

father, i

a part of you is
holding a shard of
darkness that can
possess your mind

came back to yourself,
in the physical world,

now ...

do the good by your actions,

and hold back the evil that you
have inherited by my fault ...
i'm sorry, son...
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ther, wait...
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much things depends on you,
and your ennemies will be very
numerous and dangerous ;
i tell you again, be very
careful of your own ...




what... what has
happened ?

by kuor’s sake !
you've finally awakened
in the living world !!

let me tell you that
. you gave me

oh, well... after you felt in
unconsciousness, i've achieved
the life of the last dying worshipers
' and made a prayer for their souls ;
' < before it, i've used the medicinal
( herbs and preparations we've

< carried with us, and made what ™
i could for you and her ...

she’s Leera Pharnese,
the baron Kyse Pharnese’s
nephew., the baron is at
the head of one of the most
powerful merchant family
of Sel-Kai...the thing is
i don’t understand why
the worshippers have
acted against Pharnese




but it’s not the time to complain !
now, tell me : what are we doing about
the creature we came here for ?
she’s never emit a sound since we've
fought against her-or his-slavers.

i don’t want to imagine what those
bastards have done to put her into this
state ! it’s not fair! you know, i've often
seen her walking in the gardens in
the center of Sel-kai ! she was
beautiful...

i'm not feeling she’s particularly dangerous;
instead of the fact she is very horrible to see,
i've never seen her expressing agressive tendencies.
maybe your employer would be sure that we
will be on guard in the swamps ...

... but she’s never tried to attack
or force the opening of her prison ! |
i think she might be frightened
even more than ourselves !

all right ! have a good

sleep, keep your health back
, and when you'll be ready
to leave, you'll take
your decision !

i...i don’t know, really.
in fact... it’s seems to be
difficult for me to take
a decision, for the
moment, indeed...

it must be a good thing that
we free her; it's not that what i
will call a blood-thirsty beast;
what do you think about
that ?
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the 300 gold pieces, as we've
decided yet ! you've made /=
a very good work ! /\
A
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stay around ! maybe what is your
i will have other jobs judgement, my ,
when i’ll return here mistress ?
in Sel-Kai ...

~we'll see at
this time !

... he has not fallen
yet ! but he got an
evident potential
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... like his
father had !

there will be other
occasions, dear ! but there is
also other priorities, and we
have not to be blind by our
emotions when our duty

let’s go back “
in the circus !

this sun burns

disgusting ...
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you couldn’t know that
somebody was came before you
did to buy the last leeves of
deodar; i know it’s seemsa
misfortune, but ...

i might have
listened to youy
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you couldn’t ! you were
thinking for your sister,

and the fate she was
suffering ! your decision
was honorable ...

you know, the prelate of our

temple often said to me :

“ don’t be afraid about the consequences
of your decisions, if they were made with
your heart !”
even now, i can’t tell if i agree with that;
but the prelate is a wise man, and

in your case, i think he’s
right ...
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and the baron

does she agree with
the opinion of your
prelate ?

\\_

Pharnese’s nephew,

but they are

blessing us for
having saved her,
and returned her

the healers are
doing all their best,
but they have little
hope for a complete

restablishment,
physically and

i'm asking
myself if all of
this has not been

in vain, after

NO !it hasn’t been in vain !
without this and without you,
iwouldn’t have acted in time _
and Leera would be dead
under our eyes...

... and i wouldn’t have
found the courage to
fight with all my forces
as a paladin have
to ...

... because you've showed me

=\ that the cause we were fighting

for was so important that we
had to risk our lives for it !

thanks
for all,
- Agmar |




all right ! now that’s the discussion

and gentle visit to the closer
tavern and ask for an old and
strong danarchis wine ?

is closed, are you agreeing a little )

if the lord
is getting his

hey !i'm
not the worthy
emperor of
Rhakaan ! my
coins are




TO BE CONTINUED ...



COMING NEXT :

BOOK TWO : CLOSER TO DARNESS








